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From Judy Blume, bestselling author ofÂ Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing!Fans young and old will

laugh out loud at the irrepressible wit of Peter Hatcher, the hilarious antics of mischievous Fudge,

and the unbreakable confidence of know-it-all Sheila Tubman in Judy Blumeâ€™s five Fudge books.

Brand-new covers adorn these perennial favorites, and will entice a whole new generation of

Fudgeâ€”and Judy Blumeâ€”fans.â€œAs a kid, Judy Blume was my favorite author,Â andÂ Tales of a

Fourth Grade NothingÂ was my favorite book.â€•â€”Jeff Kinney, author of the bestselling Wimpy Kid

series
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There's no question that Judy Blume is one of the most celebrated children's authors of all time. But

when it comes to the book Superfudge, there IS the question of whether or not it's fair of Blume to

dismantle one of the most memorable childhood traditions in a book targeted to young children

("ages 7 and up" on the back jacket).As a parent of four kids under 8 years old, I can't help feeling

somewhat betrayed by an author - even one as beloved as Blume - who would take it upon him or

herself to completely cut down the Santa myth without any hint of subtlety or margin of error. For a

children's author, this is a very severe stance to take and one that is most certainly intentional. In all

my years of teaching and reading children's books, I have come across only one other author who



took the same divisive position (Judy Delton's "A Pee Wee Scout Christmas") and the reason there

are so few is this: most children's authors respect the wide diversity in the ages, circumstances, and

beliefs of their young audiences. Even in books targeted to much older children, authors still take

care to discuss topics like Santa in very "cloudy" terms (Jeff Kinney's Diary of a Wimpy Kid series is

a good example) and that cloudiness is an act of simple courtesy, not only for young kids who are

reading books at a higher reading level, but also for parents who trust that children's authors will

treat ANY bordeline age issue with some level of subtlety.Realistic parents would never expect

children's authors to avoid controversial subjects altogether, just as they would never expect to

keep their children's belief in Santa alive forever.
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